Buddhism & Philosophy and Religion in China


Subject:  Global Studies I

Benchmark:  Forbidden City

Standards: 2A, 2B, 2C, 5A

TOPIC:  Buddhism & Philosophy and Religion in China

MAJOR IDEA: A variety of religions and belief systems have influenced the people of China.  Chief among these were Buddhism, Confucianism, Legalism, and Daoism (sometimes written as Taoism).  Confucius (actually a Western version of the philosopher’s Chinese name, Kong Fuzi) lived in the late Zhou period, and his teachings continued to influence China’s spiritual, secular, and civic life for thousands of years.

SUGGESTED AIMS:

· Where did Buddhism develop?  How did Buddhism spread to China?  How did the Mahayana sect (which spread to China, Tibet, Korea, and Japan) differ from the Theravada sect?  How were Buddhist practices carried out in the Forbidden City?
· How are Confucius’ ideas about social order and good government evident in the plan of the Forbidden City?
· Did Yung-Lo, the founder of the Forbidden City, rule according to Confucian principles?
· What ideas of Legalism remained in the daily practices and regulations of court life in the Forbidden City?  Were any harsh rules or punishments a product of the ideas of Hanfeizi?
· Would the Forbidden City exist if ideas of Legalism had not survived in China by the time of the Forbidden City’s construction in 1406?  (i.e., the Forbidden City was constructed with slave labor, and an idea of Legalism was to force people to work on government projects.)
· What is Daoism?  Are any tenets of Daoism apparent in the design and layout of the Forbidden City?  Why or why not?
· Which philosophy or religion most influenced the emperor Yung-Lo?  What about other emperors during the Ming and Qing Dynasties?  
VISUAL EXAMPLES:

· Buddha

· Confucius

· The Forbidden City

· Hall of Supreme Harmony

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

· Color code a map of the Forbidden City according to the hierarchical relationships of the buildings’ users to one another.  (e.g., the Emperor’s residence, residence for siblings, wives, etc.) Analyze these relationships.  Are they influenced by Confucianism?
· Research crime and punishment in the Ming and Qing Dynasties.  Write a booklet that describes the code of behavior in the Forbidden City.
· Make a chart that shows the four major belief systems:  Confucianism, Buddhism, Daoism, and Legalism.  List elements of these belief systems that are apparent in the physical form of the Forbidden City.  Which belief system most informs the tangible plan and design of the Forbidden City?  Which belief system exerts the least influence?
· Make a graph that charts the influence of Daoism, Buddhism, Legalism, and Confucianism from the earliest Chinese dynasty to the present day.  What was the prevailing thought during the “glory days” of the Forbidden City?
· Attend services at a Buddhist Temple.
RESOURCES:
· http://acc6.its.brooklyn.cuny.edu/~phalsall/texts/chinrelg.html  Chinese Cultural Studies—Philosophy and Religion in China.

· http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/teachingaids/china/philo/into.htm  Philosophy and Religion.  Includes primary source readings.

· http://online.sfsu.edu/~rone/China/spiritualchina.html  Essential readings on Chinese philosophy.

HOMEWORK:

· Write an essay in the voice of Confucius analyzing the rule of Yung-Lo.  How would Confucius rate Yung-Lo’s administration and court? 

· Imagine Confucius, Hanfeizi, Buddha, and Laozi are reviewing the architectural plans for the Forbidden City.  How would each respond to it?  Would they think their principles have been translated into wood, mortar, stone, and tile?  Use concrete examples from the spatial layout and design of the buildings to describe how each figure would react.

· Write an essay comparing and contrasting the design of Buddhist temples with that of ecclesiastical buildings of western religions.  Consider how the religious practices inform the design. 
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